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20 May 2020
I – interviewer, P – participant
I: Tell me briefly about you, where you are, and who you are with.
P: My name is Wenxuan. I am staying in Northfield where the college is located. I am staying
with my three other international students who are also having challenges of going home.
I: Tell me how this pandemic has impacted you, your friends you are staying with, and
your family.
P: It didn’t impact my family that much because when the outbreak happened in China, my
family was in a small village where their parents were at. They were vising my grandparents, and
they just stayed there for a long time. When the situation got better, they went back to our actual
home and worked remotely. That was not a big of the change for them.
For me, I had to change a lot of travelling plans. I was going to take a gap term, but because of
the travel ban, I can’t quite do that. I was also going to fly to Japan to visit my friends and go
back my home, but I can’t do that. China has limited flights going back and forth between the
States and China, so it’s very unsure whether we can get the ticket to go back home. A lot of
people had their tickets get cancelled, and tickets remaining are super expensive. That can be
$5000 for one-way.
I applied to a program which was supposed to be summer program. Now it’s postponed. I don’t
know what to do for summer. One of my friends is staying here because all of the tests in Asia
have cancelled, so she has to stay here to take a test. My other two friends planned to do research
and internship One got cancelled, and the other one wasn’t cancelled but it’s in New York.

I: Why did you choose to stay on campus?
I don’t have any relatives and friends in the States. Staying with someone else in Northfield was
the easiest plan.
I: How is it like studying away from family during this challenging time?
To be honest, there is no difference. I study away from my family in normal terms anyway. It is
better to study away from family. If I am with my family, I am more distracted. Staying here
doesn’t push me to speak English because people I am staying with are Chinese, but I still have
to go to supermarket and speak a bit of English at least [laughing]. If I am in my home, I won’t
be able to speak English at all. I forget English very quickly if I don’t use English.
I: What are some values of online classes?
I think the only good thing is that some professors record the lecture so I can play back and
watch again. The other good thing might be that I can be off board. I can cook for myself and
save a lot of money. Also food is better than school food at dining halls.
I: What are some drawbacks of online classes?

I lost work ethics. [laughing] I don’t see the point of participating since I can just stop video
sharing and hide behind the screen. I lie in the bed and take the classes because no one knows
that I am in the bed. Even if they know, I don’t care because they can’t really see me. If
somebody points out what I am doing, I can just quit the meeting so that nobody can reach out to
me. [laughing] Online classes feel very fake. I don’t really have to be in class.
I: What does nationality and citizenship mean to you? Has your emphasis on them
strengthened or weakened?
I am more emphasizing them during this time. I have to worry about whether I can go back or
whether my visa would still work … I have to worry about that all the time.
Now I am staying the States, but I know the United States government is not going to take care
of me because I am not a citizen. Especially during this kind of period, I get a stronger idea that
the government doesn’t care about me.
Because the first outbreak was in China, Trump is being hustle to Chinese people all the time,
and other American people are being openly racist to Chinese people or all of the Asian people,
actually. When I walk down the street, I am thinking, “Will they think I am sick because I am
Chinese?”
Have you actually faced racism?
No, Northfield is a friendly town. When I am walking down the street, I can see people looking
at me, but I don’t think that is an unfriendly look.
Actually in Sayles, I saw a poster, you know the tringle thing on the table where you can insert
the slip in … One of them was about basic knowledge about corona virus. One of those was
saying that virus doesn’t affect you based on ethnicity. [Being] ethnically Chinese or Asian
doesn’t make you more sick. Yes, that’s correct, but I was like, “Oh, people actually need to be
educated about that.” I thought Carleton students all understand it already. I know the intention is
good, but I don’t know why school is putting up such a stupid information.
Are you saying that the way school informs students of basic knowledge makes you reset
your expectation for Carleton students?
Yes, I was thinking that Carleton students can also believe what Trump says.

